
My dog has produced one or more puppies with a heritable disease, what do I do know?

To Breed or not to breed, that is the question……
(this does not include X-linked diseases)

Is the disease known to be
polygenic (e.g. HD)?

Has the breeding partner produced
similar problems with other breeding
partners?

Unless the litter in question was only the breeding
partners first or second litter, your dog is very likely
to play a significant role as carrier of the disease.
Please move to A of this decision tree.

If the litter was your dogs first litter look for another breeding partner with a
proven “clean” record and reassess the resulting new litter (e.g. prelim. X-ray,
blood test etc.) before continuing breeding any further with this dog.

Is the disease a known dominant disease
AND is your dog, pasts the age of onset and
unaffected?

The partner has to be affected and your dog is
not likely to be a carrier of this problem

A  [from this point on we assume now that your dog is a carrier of the disease in question.
IF it is a severe disease like LP/PN, DCM, Addison’s, etc. it is recommended to take the dog out of the genepool.]

Does you dog have an outstanding
temperament?

It is recommended to take the dog
out of the breeding pool

Has your dog produced offspring with
other major health or temperament issues?

It is recommended to take the dog
out of the breeding pool

Is your dog structurally sound and overall
healthy?

It is recommended to take the dog
out of the breeding pool

Is your dog of excellent type? It is recommended to take the dog
out of the breeding pool

Are close relatives of your dog known
carriers of have severe health problems?

It is recommended to take the dog
out of the breeding pool

Are your dogs bloodlines quite
predominant in the US breeding pool?
(i.e. are several siblings, half-siblings and
cousins breeding as well?)

You should seriously consider if this dog adds enough unique quality genes and
offspring to the US Leonberger population to outweigh the risk of producing additional
affected dogs as well as the certainty of adding diseased genes at the same time.   If you
think this dog still has outstanding/unique qualities to offer to the US population, please
read the statement below.

If you end up here and you personally feel there is a justification for breeding this dog again, you need to research all prospective partner lines very carefully.
You need to ensure you have sufficient, trustworthy and positive information about the prospective breeding partner before making a final decision.  If you do
breed again, all puppy buyers should be informed about the issues in the earlier litter.  Each buyer bust be given adequate information to make their own
decision about sharing the risk of buying a puppy in this new breeding.
Reaching this point in the evaluation process is by no means a sanction by anybody to breed this dog again.  The decision tree is a tool to help think about
different factors that should be considered in the decision making process – the final decision and responsibility lies entirely with the breeder.
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